Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 62 May 1969 cerned with bacteria and some viruses. Staphylococci, streptococci, actinomyces, tubercle bacilli, clostridia and Treponema pallidum have separate sections to themselves. Other micro-organisms are considered under general headings such as infection of the oral cavitydental caries, infections of the throat and pharynx and virus infections of the respiratory tract. The book is not meant to serve as a practical handbook and it is rather surprising to find six pages on the composition of different culture media.
The authors set themselves a difficult task in attempting a book for so many separate classes of people. Views on what medical students should know about clinical bacteriology are changing and at any rate for them future editions of the book might be more helpful if some of the laboratory details were omitted and more was said about the way in which bacteria cause disease, how bacteria spread, and how disease can be diagnosed, treated and prevented. Bristol: John Wright 1968 Psychiatric emergencies are among the most sensitive indicators of social pathology in a particular community at any time. When the catchment population studied comprises a major section of metropolitan London and the psychiatric unit is the largest of the old observation wards (that closely associated with the Maudsley Hospital), and the time consists of two comparable periods before and after the implementation of the Mental Health Act, 1959, then we can anticipate some worthwhile observations and findings.
The present study was carried out on all admissions to St Francis' Hospital observation ward during the years 1962 and 1963, most cases were personally examined by the author, and the data subsequently classified and contrasted with those available for 1957 and 1958 as controls.
The investigation produces a detailed analysis together with pointers for the future.
Following a succinct review of old and new legislation there is a critical evaluation of the change of role of the observation ward, now coping with increasing numbers of patients on an informal basis. The problems of psychopaths within the hospital service are discussed; the associated increases in alcoholics and drug addicts are noted, together with the author's plea for new compulsory measures. Recent allegations of the abuse of Section 29 are dealt with, although a survey in 1967 failed to elicit a statistically significant increase in such admissions in England and Wales between 1964 and 1966. There has been a remarkable fall in geriatric admissions at St Francis' Hospital, mainly owing to administrative policy and quite contrary to mental hospital experience. This is altogether a most useful and stimulating study.
MORRIS MARKOWE
A Short Textbook of Medicine by J C Houston MD FRCP, C L Joiner MD FRCP and J R Trounce MD FRCP 3rded ppxii+588 paperback 30s library edition 45s London: English Universities Press 1968 The purpose of this book is to provide an inexpensive short textbook of medicine for the clinical student. Published as a paperback, it is designed for present instruction and not for future reference. The appearance of a third edition within six years of first publication is evidence of its appeal. It is written clearly and concisely and will provide the undergraduate with an invaluable companion for his first plunge into clinical medicine. A refreshing sense of proportion permits the rare diseases to be overlooked and space devoted to the more commonly encountered disorders. This is a book which every undergraduate student can afford to own: indeed it is a book that he can ill afford not to own. It is, however, too superficial to be of any real value to the postgraduate. The title is quite right: this symposium ('drinking party' -OED) was to do with those subjects that have just advanced in medicine. It consisted of a series of review lectures, each one given by an outstanding expert in his field, and so concise that a great deal of ground was covered; so well advanced that most of the references were for the 1960s; and, as usual, the lecturers, to a man, demonstrated their qualities by presenting even difficult subjects with most enviable lucidity. This is the book of the lectures, complete with diagrams, graphs and some photographs, but without the subsequent discussions, and its contents consist of four lectures on pharmacology (circulatory failure, affective disorders, Parkinsonism and hypertension), eight on renal disorders ranging from urinary infections to transplantation, four on endocrinology, four on genetics, eight on gastroenterology, and eight on infections and immunology. All these lectures can
